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At the start of Academic Year 2022-23, all schools and colleges are open as normal for the on-site education of 

children.  As such, ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀŎǘƛǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ άǎǘŀƴŘ-ōȅέ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ 
year where our provision is affected by a Covid Lockdown. As soon as any future lockdown is announced, this 

policy will immediately become active. 

 

Context 

The way schools and colleges are currently operating in response to coronavirus (COVID-19) is fundamentally 

different to business as usual. The government’s decision of the (insert date here) to close schools and colleges 

to the vast majority of children and to have schools and colleges teach children remotely has meant that all 

MPW students are now being taught on-line. Government guidance stipulates only those children who are 

vulnerable and children whose parents are critical to the COVID-19 response and cannot be safely cared for at 

home are allowed to be present in school and currently MPW has no such students. Contingency plans are in 

place to provide face-to-face educational provision for such students should the need arise. 

Last year, the college prepared extensively to be in a position whereby it can continue to deliver lessons and 

other aspects of school life within a remote environment. Since then, members of staff at all levels have worked 

hard to determine how best to teach students on-line, be this a matter of all participants in the class being on-

line or in a “hybrid” learning setting where there is a mix of in-class and on-line participation. The preparation 

the college has undertaken has included assessing the dangers posed by remote learning, INSET training for all 

academic staff and relevant support staff, and the provision of additional guidance for par
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assessed as being in need or otherwise meet the definition in section 17 of the Children Act 1989. MPW does not 

currently have any students who fall into this category. 

There is an expectation that vulnerable children who have a social worker will attend college, so long as they do 

not have underlying health conditions that put them at risk. Where a parent does not want their child to attend 

college, and their child is considered vulnerable, we will discuss this with the social worker and explore the 

reasons for this directly with the parent.  

Those with an EHC plan will be risk-assessed in consultation with the local authority and parents to decide 
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Reporting concerns about children or staff 

The importance of all staff acting immediately on any safeguarding concerns remains. Staff will continue to 

follow the Safeguarding Policy and advise the DSL of any concerns they have about any student. 

The varied arrangements in place as a result of the COVID-19 measures do not reduce the risks that students 

may face from staff. As such, it remains extremely important that any concerns about staff behaviour or 

allegations of abuse made against staff should be raised immediately with the Principal, who will then ensure the 

matter is dealt with expeditiously and thoroughly and in accordance with this policy and the guidance contained 

within KCSIE 2022. 

The college will continue to consider and make referrals to the DBS and/or the Teaching Regulation Agency (TRA) 

as per paragraph 166 of KCSIE and the TRA’s ‘Teacher misconduct advice for making a referral. During the COVID-

19 period all referrals should be made by emailing 

mailto:Misconduct.Teacher@education.gov.uk
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Our staff will remain vigilant to the signs of child-on-child abuse and will follow the process set out in our 

Safeguarding Policy, which can be accessed via the MPW website and the VLE. 

Online safety 

It is likely that students will be using the internet and engaging with social media far more during this time.  Our 

staff are aware of the signs of cyberbullying and other online risks and our filtering and monitoring software 

remains in use during this time to safeguard and support students.   

Our staff will follow the protocols for online safety set out in the college’s Safeguarding, Cyber-Bullying and E-

Safety and Acceptable Use of ICT Policies. 

Staff who interact with students online will continue to look out for signs a student may be at risk. If a staff 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-and-other-providers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-vulnerable-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-vulnerable-children-and-young-people
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• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-social-distancing-in-

education-and-childcare-settings  

Ways for children to raise concerns online 

• https://www.childline.org.uk 

• https://reportharmfulcontent.com/ (to report harmful content) 

• https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ (for advice on making a report about online abuse) 

Support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online: 

• https://www.internetmatters.org/ (for support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online)  

• http://www.lgfl.net/online-safety/ (for support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online) 

• https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ (for support for parents and careers from the NSPCC) 

• https://parentinfo.org/ (for support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online) 

• http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ (for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online) 

• https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers (advice for parents and carers) 

Mental Health Guidance for Parents and Carers: 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-

peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-

young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 

• https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/21/opinion/scott-kelly-coronavirus-isolation.html 

• https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/11/well/family/coronavirus-teenagers-anxiety.html 

Supporting student mental health: 

• https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/11/well/family/coronavirus-teenagers-anxiety.html 

• https://www.nhs.uk/apps-library/filter/?categories=Mental%20health - a list of apps which can support 

good mental health 

• https://www.childline.org.uk/  

• https://kooth.com (an online counselling and wellbeing platform for young people offering advice and 
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